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On May 17, 1921, while traveling on a train, Bish-
op Handley Moule wrote a short poem about 
three places in England that he loved: “Three 

Affections in One Life.” 
The first was the place of his birth—Dorset— 

his “mother.”

Dorset, my heart’s first warmth is thine
Till all my years are done,
O fair and dear, O mother mine.
O glory of thy son.

Handley Carr Glyn Moule was born on Decem-
ber 23, 1841, the youngest of eight sons of Henry and 
Mary Evans Moule. Handley’s father was the evan-
gelical Anglican vicar of Fordington, now a suburb 
of Dorchester. He has been described as “a preacher 
of a gospel of definite and personal change of heart 
and subsequent devotion of life.” Handley always gave 
thanks that “such a personality” embodied to him 
“the great word Father.” Handley’s godly mother had 
a love for language and literature. Henry Moule of-
ten claimed that she was more responsible than he for 
his sons’ piety and successes. Young Handley learned 
from his mother’s example, he said, that “prayer was a 
work most real, most momentous.” 

In Memories of a Vicarage, Handley Moule fondly 
describes “the silvered waters of the Frome [River] 
as it flowed on its way through a maze of sunshine 
and shadow cast by oak and elm in the level mead-
ows of the Dorset Downs.” Handley was educated at 
home. As a child he suffered with eye problems, so 

his mother read to him from 
great books, instilling in him a 
lifelong quest for learning. At 
the age of sixteen, he had mem-
orized the Greek text of Ephe-
sians and Philippians. From 
his brothers he learned the arts 
of bell ringing and woodcarv-
ing. The Moule sons compiled 
a remarkable record of service in education and the 
church, two of them becoming missionaries, both as 
bishops in China.

The revival of 1859 touched Fordington. Nightly 
meetings in Henry Moule’s church featured no great 
preacher but simply the reading of Scripture and 
prayer. Even so, many were “awakened, awed and 
made conscious of eternal realities.” In later years, 
on three different occasions, Handley Moule gave up 
what he was doing and gladly returned to assist his 
father in ministry at Fordington.

Ha nd ley  Mou le’s  second love  was  Ca m-
br idg e,  wh ic h  h e  de s c r i b e d  a s  “t e ac h e r ”  
and “friend.”

Cambridge, kind teacher of my youth,
Blest home of golden days,
To thee I plight the grateful troth
That reverent friendship pays.

In 1859 Moule matriculated at Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, beginning a close association with Cambridge 
that lasted throughout his life.
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At Trinity his teachers included Joseph Barber 
Lightfoot, later, bishop of Durham—“mighty master of 
Apostolic and sub-Apostolic literature, strong defend-
er of the faith, shepherd of the people.”Young Moule 
respected Lightfoot for his learning and loved him for 
“the great goodness of his personality and [his] true-
hearted kindness.”

Moule had a brilliant academic career at Cam-
bridge, excelling in Latin, Hebrew, and Greek, and 
winning awards and prizes for his essays and po-
ems. But the academic environment prompted 
theological doubts and questions and put his child-
hood convictions to a severe test. He kept faithful-
ly, however, to church attendance and to religious 
reading on Sundays, knowing it was his father’s 
wish. Moule often referred to the mental and spiri-
tual benefits of devoting Sundays to reading works 
of Christian devotion—a practice he followed all  
his life. 

Years later Handley Moule wrote that during this 
time of doubt and confusion, God had kept him from 
a “wrong life, though not from a world of evil within.” 
His Cambridge friends were unaware of the depths 
of his struggle. One wrote that Handley Moule was 
“very simple and retiring, very affectionate, always the 
same quiet, earnest Christian, exerting his unseen but 
widely felt influence beyond the circle of his friends.” 

M o u l e ’s  d o u b t s  w e r e  r e s o l v e d  d u r -
ing the 1866 Christmas vacat ion.  He wrote 
to his father, describing what had happened: 

I was able to find and to accept pardon and peace through the 
satisfaction of the Redeemer, as I had never done before; and 
to feel a truth and solid reality in the doctrine of the Cross as 
I have ever been taught it at home, such as I had sometimes 
painfully—very painfully—doubted of, under the con-
tinual droppings of the controversies and questions of the  
present day. 

Was this a conversion experience or the recovery 
of his childhood faith? We cannot be sure, but we do 
know that those days at the end of 1866 firmly estab-
lished Handley Moule’s Christian faith and gave new 
purpose and direction to his life. Many years later 
Moule remembered “that glad day” when he was “per-
mitted to realize the presence, pardon and personal 
love of the Lord, not reasoned, just received.” 

Because of his own spiritual struggles, Handley 
Moule was always able to help people who were ex-
periencing what some have called a “dark night of the 
soul.” To many, as to Christian in The Pilgrim’s Prog-
ress who was sinking in the deep waters of fear and 
doubt, Moule’s voice came like the voice of Hopeful: 
“Be of good cheer, my brother; I feel the bottom, and 
it is good.” 

Handley Moule began to think about becom-
ing a minister, with an eye toward helping his fa-
ther. He wrote to a friend: “How I long for, and yet 
fear, the sacred office.” After his ordination, for five 
and a half years he served with his father as curate  
of Fordington. 

Moule returned to Cambridge and to Trinity in 
1872. “Now his return was that of a man who had 
made full trial of his conversion and ministry, a man 
of disciplined character and decided conviction,” 
writes Marcus Loane. When Handley’s mother died 
in 1877, he gave up his post at Cambridge to once again 
assist his father in Fordington. When his father died in 
1880, Handley returned to Cambridge, where he was 
appointed the first head of Ridley Hall.

Ridley Hall was founded to preserve and set forth 
“the sound Scriptural and theological foundations of 
the Evangelical faith and practice of [the] Church as 
seen in Prayer Book and Articles.” Moule believed 
that the “evangelical school” was the truest expo-
nent of Anglican worship and confession. Taking a 
stand against both ritualism and rationalism, Rid-
ley Hall became a center of evangelicalism at Cam-
bridge. Five hundred men passed through Ridley Hall 
while Moule was principal. His convictions about the 
church were summarized in a letter he wrote to a  
former student: 

I believe the best way of all is to make the common people 
feel that there is no place like the church to go to, to hear the 
old Gospel of the Grace of God preached straight to their 
hearts and lives, their sins and sorrows, and let the worship 
of the church . . . be reverent, simple and real. 

In 1880 Handley Moule preached his first sermon as 
lecturer at Trinity Church, a post he held for twenty-
one years. Trinity was the church of the renowned 
Charles Simeon (1759–1836). Marcus Loane states that 
Moule’s ministry at Trinity was “perhaps the most no-
table” in Cambridge since the days of Simeon.
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In August 1881 the forty-year-old Handley Moule 
married Mary Elliott: a friendship based on their love 
of music and literature—and their fervent faith—had 
blossomed into love. They had two daughters, Mary 
and Isabel.

D. L. Moody and his musician, Ira Sankey, conduct-
ed an eight-day mission to Cambridge in 1882. Moule 
signed the invitation to the Americans, but reluctant-
ly, because he was not convinced that the preaching 
of Moody would succeed in touching the university. 
When he met Moody and heard him preach, however, 
he became an enthusiastic supporter. 

Moule was in full sympathy with the missions 
movement. He warmly received Hudson Taylor, 
founder of the China Inland Mission, who visited 
Cambridge in 1884 and held meetings for a week. 
Moule gave a devotional address at the famous World 
Missionary Conference in Edinburgh in 1910. When in 
his last illness, Moule experienced a number of “hal-
lucinations,” almost entirely connected with his life-
long interest in missionary work. “What is the latest 
news from the mission field?” he asked those around 
his bed. “Tell me of conversions—of those brought  
to Christ.” 

Handley Moule became a prolific and much-loved 
author, writing sixty books. He wrote commentaries 
on Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and 
Colossians, with “the critical eye of the scholar and 
the loving insight of the saint.” Marcus Loane says, 
“Few men have proved better able to penetrate the 
hidden deeps of Paul’s heart or to interpret the noble 
powers of Paul’s mind.” Moule also wrote books on 
theological topics, such as Outlines of Christian Doc-
trine (called by the Encyclopedia Britannica the best 
exposition of “evangelical Anglicanism”), Justifying 
Righteousness, and Veni Creator: Thoughts on the Person 
and Work of the Holy Spirit of Promise. He also penned 
books of poetry, such as In the House of the Pilgrimage, 
and books of consolation, including Letter of Comfort, 
which Moule wrote describing the comfort he found 
in Christ when his daughter Mary died. It was written 
with tears, writes Marcus Loane, “and without tears it 
can scarce be read.”

September 1884 marked a crisis for Handley Moule 
that would realign his spiritual life and his network. 
A team of Keswick speakers visited Cambridge. Moule 
was attracted by these men and their earnest seeking 
for a deeper spiritual life, but he was concerned about 

the soundness of their theology. Soon, however, the 
content of their preaching and his own spiritual hun-
ger for “a deeper personal experience of the possibili-
ties of grace” convinced him that the Keswick message 
was true. 

In July 1886 Moule made his first appearance on the 
Keswick Convention platform, to which he would re-
turn a dozen times. In the first of the six sermons that 
he preached at Keswick on the occasion of his last visit 
in 1919, he said: “I know not how better to give in its 
vital essence the Keswick message than in the words 
of [Robert Murray] McCheyne: ‘Christ for us is all our 
righteousness before a holy God; Christ in us is all 
our strength in an ungodly world.’” Late in his life 
Handley Moule wrote, “Keswick is very dear to me. 
It has been for me the vestibule of Heaven . . . and its 
message is the very heart of the truth of our sacrificed 
and living Lord.” 

According to John Baird, Handley Moule “became 
one of the chief theologians, and the preeminent schol-
ar, of the [Keswick] movement, as well as its greatest 
literary exponent.” Moule brought scriptural balance 
to the teachings of Keswick, saving the movement 
from extremes of perfectionism (“To the last it will 
be a sinner that walks with God”—Christian Sanctity) 
and passivism (Paul prays “that the Colossians may 
be always practically pious, ‘bearing fruit in every good 
work’”—Colossian Studies). From Handley Moule peo-
ple heard the message of Keswick given “with inimi-
table grace and skill, combining the accurate thought 
of the scholar with the spiritual fervour of the saint.” 

In Handley Moule’s poem, his third love, Durham, 
is described as his “wife.”

Durham, to thee the call of Heaven
Has wed my willing life;
While strength endures, to thee I’m given,
The husband to the wife.

While vacationing in Beatenberg, Switzerland, in 
1901, Handley Moule was called to become the eighty-
fifth bishop of Durham. The office was one of personal 
interest to him because Nicholas Ridley, after whom 
Ridley College in Cambridge was named, had been 
designated to be bishop of Durham but “received first 
the martyr’s crown.” Moule’s Cambridge teacher Jo-
seph Barber Lightfoot had been bishop of Durham 
from 1879 to 1889. Lightfoot was followed by Brooke 
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Foss Westcott, a man called by Moule “a saint, as true 
a servant of the Lord and of his brethren as the great 
Culdee St. Aidan.” 

In his introductory letter to the clergy and people 
of the Diocese of Durham, Moule wrote: 

I need and seek your prayers. Ask for me especially . . . a 
real effusion in me of that grace of the Spirit whereby Christ 
dwells in the heart by faith; a strength and wisdom not my 
own for my pastorate, and for the preaching of Christ Jesus 
the Lord; and a will wholly given over for labour and service 
at our Master’s feet. 

As bishop of Durham, Handley Moule was not a 
great organizer and administrator like Bishop Light-
foot. Moule found office work taxing and diocesan 
finance distasteful. He was not at home in political 
matters, although he served as a member of the House 
of Lords. Neither did he excel in ecclesiastical discus-
sions. He was not a leader of people like Bishop West-
cott. Moule was not always a good judge of character. 
He was easily imposed on, and some believed he was 
too quick to agree for the sake of peace. But, he wrote, 
“I have few greater happinesses than when I find my-
self in spiritual oneness with a Christian from whom, 
on grave subordinate points, I differ.” His successor 
as bishop of Durham said that Handley Moule main-
tained his evangelical convictions “without compro-
mise, and expressed them without bitterness. No man 
could doubt either the strength of his faith or the large-
ness of his charity.” 

Handley Moule excelled in pastoral ministry. He 
was more a shepherd of souls than a bishop of a di-
ocese. His people, clergy and laity alike, knew that 
he loved them. He was the epitome of kindness to-
ward all, listening to people’s cares and concerns and 
responding with thoughtful and helpful words. He 
wrote on average thirty letters a day, to all kinds of 
people with all kinds of needs and problems. A lay-
man said that “he was almost too saintly to be a bish-
op.” According to John Baird, Moule “showed how 
good goodness can be.”

Mary Moule died suddenly on July 14, 1914. “He 
was devotedly attached to her,” wrote a friend, “but 
he accepted her departure as though she had merely 
preceded him on a journey.” A few years later, Hand-
ley Moule, though painfully ill, preached before the 
king and queen at Windsor Castle. Moule went from 

Windsor to his brother’s home in Cambridge, where he 
died a short time later on May 7, 1920. It was Ascension 
Day. The biography of Handley Moule by Harford and 
MacDonald concludes appropriately and beautifully:

St. Luke ends his Gospel showing the Lord’s Ascension as 
the end of his life on earth, and opens the Acts showing the 
same story from the other side, the beginning of his work in 
heaven. So it is with members of Christ. The solemn funeral 
service speaks of faith and hope—in the case of our Bishop, 
triumphant hope. And John Bunyan [The Pilgrim’s Prog-
ress] paints in true colors the upper side of such a death as 
the Bishop’s—when he went to stand before his Heavenly 
King . . . “Now I saw in my dream that these two men went 
in at the gate, and lo, as they entered they were transfigured, 
and they had raiment put on that shone like gold. There 
were also those that met them with harps and crowns, and 
gave to them the harps to praise withal, and the crowns in 
token of honour. Then I heard in my dream that all the bells 
of the city rang again for joy, and that it was said unto them, 
‘Enter ye into the joy of your Lord.’” 

The major works on the life of Handley Moule 
are Handley Carr Glyn Moule: Bishop of Durham, by 
John Battersby Harford and Frederick Charles Mac-
Donald (1922); Handley Carr Glyn Moule (1841–1920), 
by Marcus L. Loane (1940); The Spiritual Unfolding 
of Bishop H.C.G. Moule, D.D., by John Baird (1926); 
and Letters and Poems of Bishop Moule, edited by 
John Battersby Harford (1922). The phrase “bright 
messenger of God” is found in Baird’s book on  
page 124.
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