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The Eternal Dance
n the closing paragraphs of his book The Problem of Pain, C.S. Lewis considers the topic of self-giving in the context
of heaven and eternity. An excerpt follows.
…As to its fellow-creatures, each soul, we suppose, will be eternally engaged in giving away to all the rest that which
it receives. And as to God, we must remember that the soul is but a hollow which God fills. Its union with God is, almost by
definition, a continual self-abandonment—an opening, an unveiling, a surrender, of itself. A blessed spirit is a mould ever more
and more patient of the bright metal poured into it, a body ever more completely
uncovered to the meridian blaze of the spiritual sun. We need not suppose that
the necessity for something analogous to self-conquest will ever be ended, or
that eternal life will not also be eternal dying…

For in self-giving,
if anywhere, we touch
a rhythm not only of all
creation but of all being.

For in self-giving, if anywhere, we touch a rhythm not only of all creation but of
all being. For the Eternal Word also gives Himself in sacrifice; and that not only
on Calvary. For when He was crucified He ‘did that in the wild weather of His
outlying provinces which
He had done at home in glory and gladness’.1 From before the foundation
of the world He surrenders begotten Deity back to begetting Deity in
obedience. And as the Son glorifies the Father, so also the Father glorifies
the Son2. … From the highest to the lowest, self exists to be abdicated
and, by that abdication, becomes the more truly self, to be thereupon yet
the more abdicated, and so forever. This is not a heavenly law which we
can escape by remaining earthly, nor an earthly law which we can escape
by being saved. What is outside the system of self-giving is not earth, nor
nature, nor ‘ordinary life’, but simply and solely hell. Yet even hell derives
from this law such reality as it has. That fierce imprisonment in the self is
but the obverse of the self-giving which is absolute reality; the negative
shape which the outer darkness takes by surrounding and defining the
shape of the real, or which the real imposes on the darkness by having a
shape and positive nature of its own.

The golden apple of selfhood, thrown among the false gods, became an
apple of discord because they scrambled for it. They did not know the
first rule of the holy game, which is that every player must by all means
touch the ball and then immediately pass it on. To be found with it in your
hands is a fault: to cling to it, death. But when it flies to and fro among the
players too swift for eye to follow, and the great master Himself leads the revelry, giving Himself eternally to His creatures in
the generation, and back to Himself in the sacrifice, of the Word, then indeed the eternal dance ‘makes heaven drowsy with the
harmony’.3
As we grow to be more like Jesus Christ during our earthly lives, we will become increasingly self-giving. Can you think of any specific areas
of your life where you would like to be more self-giving?

Z
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you,
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. “This is my commandment,
that you love one another as I have loved you.”

JOHN 15:9-12 (ESV)
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