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Persevering Through Dry Seasons in Prayer

Feelings of devotion or consolation aren't a necessity, but a gitt.

LIGOLING BONISCAMEI a [dth-contury
Teataens friar ciabectod cind recomded the aces arud sas-
g o the ey missionaries whe had joned Franci
af Assisr (o, [ 1RI=1226) in fus fabéms o v ohe
Cheoeh o s e, This excerfe comies from The
";.;r:v:éﬂg:. of Procher Cieles " Gitles, alsa i Assisi
(leads ), s ome of Framcis’s fime missenury com-
[, arid wes kisAun i bz holiness, '.lflI:J'I:'II':CIr'l.
and degp msight infer laemam nanme.
rother Giles said: “The more
graide noman s the more the
devil arracks him. But n man
shemld no on that account stop being jrdcbed
by ovace, because the hacder the bartle, ehe
prenter will his crown be, of he wins,”

Then i friar asked him: “What can T déy 1o go
willtingly e peaver when | feel dry and Iscking
in devotion™

He teplied: “Suppose a king bas teo servants,
one of whom is armed, but the ocher is un-

armed, and they have to go o war. The one DY Ugolino Boniscambi

whes iz prmied goes bravveby fo vear, But the other

whis 15 unarmed says o his bords “By losd, a5 you see, [ have no
weapons. But because T love you Dwall go oo bacele even with-
DU WEEpons,

“Winw the king onoseedng the tasthfuliess at thar servane BAVE L
hiz artendans: 'Go and prepare armor tocademn this daithiul ser-
want of mine, amsd :|'||:1L-z-' ot lbm thve emiblem of oy s sreaoe”
St i samieone goes o the battle of prover as it withoue
irmz, becinse he feels devoand lacking desvorion, God sees his
faithiulness and places the emblem of His ammer on him,

el remgarions [oo give upoon prvver] it s as sometimes bap-
pens o8 farmer whir zees g logest of trees o brlars onoo st al
his band which be wanis to coltivmte and sow with orain, bur be &
exhausted with much lnbor amd swesting and troukle Belioee be can
grathets vy orain there, and at timies he is almose somy be ook that
jol on account of the wrk el wiory i brines him. Foe, First, D spes
thi foresr thar has 1o be cleared of shmibs—bur b soes ne omin,
_"'u_'uﬂn.j_ |'|,:;' u.'::urkc |'|:|.r.| newd curs I.IJ Wil thie trecd ancd estrers e
rivts of thie mees—bur be dioes nos see the groan. Thicd, he brenks
i the: sl and prepanes r—hut be dises mor see thie wheas for which
he |5 working =0 much, Fourth, he phows the sl ngaim, Fitth, he
wows 1L Sixeh, e weeds i Seventh, be reaps ic Eigheh, he threshes
it Ard he works very hand af sll these thimgs. M, be stores it
aveny weth prear jon, almost forgetting all the labor becanse ot the
rich farvese thar be fimally obtaing om it And he endhmes many
other labors hessdes these, and he Blesses them all on account of the
joy that the sight af the good hervest gives him."

God doesn’t owe us good leclings.
A et sadd 1o him: YA man should feel very sormy when he can-
it find im prayer the grisce of [Feehiog] devorion o Gad].”

Brocher Giles answersd: *If the erindstone ol
o ml] some times does ool make eoad oo
the miller does not immediately smash it with
a hsrmer, Bat he repirs thot grimdstome slow
I¥ and graduaally, snd aftervard it makes good
flonar. s likewise voursell, and reflect that
vou e not at all warthy oo receive any [feel-
v o] corsolatkon from o in praver. For i
someonse had flived trom the beginning of the
world unel]l now and weee 1o Hve on until
the end ot the world, and every day while he
proved hiseves shed o dishful of tears; he
wonld oot ke worthy then ot the end of the
worrtld thar God shiould give him even one sin-
gle [feeling] of consalation”

Temipration is often great while praying,
A frinr once asked hom: “Why does 0 man sut-
fer more temprations when he 8 praving o
Caod than at ocher times "

The ||-.'-|'9.' Hrother Crbes anawerisd him: " When
someeme has o lawsuit pEainst some opponent
i1 thie couer al o printi, il that Boes -t the
prince to sugpest thar something be done smainst his opponent,
the arrer an-hearing abour it obieces with all kis power o tha
the decision should o be siven in tovor of the tormer Thar i=
the way the devil aces against ws. For i you spend dme in con-
versatims with others, vou will otten see thar vou de not el
many artseks of sempration. Bur iy go to pray o refresh vous
soul, then you will feel the buming arrows-of the enemy agmins
v However, you should not give ug praver on thar sccount,
ket vesy shiosld seared e, Becaase dhae i the way o our home
phove, and he who mves up prayer beciuse of in is fike & mnn wha
cuns away Inom ke

Feelings in praver are a gill.

Somecne said to hims "1 see many whio zeem o have the grace of
[Feebmgs of] devotion and tears as soon a8 they g0 to proy. Bt |
camhardly feel anvthing while praving”

Beother Giles I:q.'pllunl. *Labor Gichiully and dl.'l.-.lulJ'.. Becise
the prace chat God does not give you ot one fme He may gove
vost il anather time: And whiat He docs not give you another day
or ome wiesek or monch or year, He could glive vou smother diy or
smither week o manth or veac Place vour labor firmly i Godd,
el ol will place His grace i vow as B omay plesse Him, A
mweta] worker makine a knife stobes mans: Blows oo the ron out
ol which he 5 musking the knife belore the knite 5 finished. Ba
timally che knite i finished wich one blow.™ #
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