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Adam, the first man, was made from the dust of the earth, 
while Christ, the second man, came from heaven. Earthly 

people are like the earthly man, and heavenly people are like 
the heavenly man. Just as we are now like the earthly man, 

we will someday be like the heavenly man. 

— 1 Corinthians 15:47-49 (NLT)
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— 1 Corinthians 15:47-49 (NLT)
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1: perSonAL Study

When C.S. Lewis gave his lectures which became the book The Abolition 
of Man, he was not trying to present a biblical argument against moral 
relativism. Instead, he sought to point to the logical inconsistencies and 
dangers of a worldview that doesn’t hold to the idea of absolute truth. He 
did this in part by highlighting the natural law or moral law which is visible 
in all civilizations and written on the consciences of all human beings as 
an argument for his thesis. In other words, he focused on what theologians 
would call “natural revelation” to make his point to the academics he was 
encountering who might have been agnostic, atheist, humanist or theist in 
their worldviews. 

While this study guide seeks to glean all we can from Lewis’s arguments, we 
have added a layer of argument against moral relativism that comes out of 
“special revelation” or the Scriptures so that Christians and non-Christians 
alike can see at least some of the biblical reasons why moral relativism is 
bankrupt. For this reason, the C.S. Lewis Institute study guide intentionally 
begins each study with a short Bible study of God’s Word, as revealed in the 
Scriptures. For it is our belief that this is the most important way to address 
any serious question we may have, especially difficult ones. For this reason, 
it is important to read the biblical passage, meditate on it, and allow it to be 
your guide as you dive into the study.

The Bible study is followed by readings from Lewis’s book, The Abolition 
of Man. Because the book deals with difficult topics, it is advised to read 
through each chapter slowly and take notes.

This is followed by engaging video lectures by Dr. Bryan Hollon, a 
professor and Dean President of Trinity School for Ministry. Having expertise 
in theology, philosophy, and the writings of C.S. Lewis, his insights into the 
issues addressed in this philosophical work of Lewis will help bring many 
of the lofty ideas down to earth. You can access these videos on the C.S. 
Lewis Institute website by clicking here.

How to Use This 
CSLI Study guide

https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources-category/study-courses/cs-lewis-works-study-courses/the-abolition-of-man/
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Questions are provided to help you process the videos and readings and as 
discussed below, to aid in group discussion so that you can better learn 
from one another and reflect upon these issues. You may want to write 
down your own answers to the questions before you meet together with 
others to help frame your thoughts.

Finally, in an effort to help you process the material and make this more 
than just an academic exercise, a Make It Personal action step will be 
suggested so that you can incorporate some of what you’ve reflected 
upon into your everyday life.

Our hope at the C.S. Lewis Institute is that not only will you develop some 
good approaches to dealing with the prevalent cultural ideas of our 
day, such as moral relativism, but that you will gain a deeper 
appreciation for the absolute truths or moral laws that God has revealed 
through both natural revelation and the Scriptures.

2: diSCuSSinG The AboliTion of MAn in A SmALL Group

Having gained a detailed understanding of The Abolition of Man 
through your personal reading and use of the study guide, you can go 
even deeper by studying in community. We encourage you to go through 
this study guide with a small group.

When your group meets to discuss the book, you can use the study 
questions you’ve previously worked through to facilitate discussion. You 
might also share what the Lord has taught you personally through the 
study and ways that you are praying, living, and sharing your faith 
differently because of the study.

At the beginning of each study, we encourage you to remember John 
8:31b–32:

Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” (NIV)

At the end of each session, take time to pray for one another as you go out 
into the world to love and serve the Lord.
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One approach for organizing your small group study would be to divide it 
into five weekly sessions: 

1)  Introductory Meeting: Hand out books and study guides or arrange for 
participants to obtain these items in advance of the introductory meeting.

• Introduce yourselves to one another.

•  Read aloud the Introduction to The Abolition of Man from the Study 
Guide.

•  Watch the first Video with Dr. Bryan Hollon:
“Introduction to The Abolition of Man”

• Have a short discussion on the video introduction.

•  Pray for one another and agree to do your homework prior to
the next meeting by completing the assignments for Chapter 1,
“Men Without Chests.”

2)  Meeting 2: Discussion of Chapter 1, “Men Without Chests.” You may 
use the questions from the Bible study, readings, video, and “Make It 
Personal” section to guide your meeting.

3)  Meeting 3: Discussion of Chapter 2, “The Way.” You may use the questions 
from the Bible study, readings, video, and “Make It Personal” section to 
guide your meeting.

4)  Meeting 4: Discussion of Chapter 3, “The Abolition of Man.” You may 
use the questions from the Bible study, readings, video, and “Make It 
Personal” section to guide your meeting.

5)  Meeting 5: Discussion of Conclusion, “Illustrations of the Tao and Hope 
for the Future.” You may use the questions from the Bible study, readings, 
video, and “Make It Personal” section to guide your meeting.

https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/introduction-to-the-abolition-of-man/
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The task of the modern educator  
is not to cut down jungles but to irrigate deserts.

—CHAPTER 1,  “MEN WITHOUT CHESTS,” THE ABOLITION OF MAN

Introduction to 
The Abolition of Man

1
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In February 1943, C.S. Lewis and his brother, Warnie, took the train from 
their home just outside of Oxford to the University of Durham, where Lewis 
spoke at the fiftieth annual Riddell Memorial Lectures, whose purpose was 
to focus on “the relation between religion and contemporary thought.” The 
academic audience heard Lewis deliver a series of three lectures on three 
successive nights. Each lecture was followed by a period of question and 
answer. 

Later that year, the three lectures were published together under the title The 
Abolition of Man. Knowing that this book came out of a high-level academic 
conference can help us be less hard on ourselves as readers if we run into 
passing allusions to figures or academic works unfamiliar to us. This guide 
may be of help to you as you wrestle with what many believe to be Lewis’s 
most philosophical book. Fortunately, you’ll also experience “aha” moments 
as he breaks down complex ideas into “plain English” and the power of his 
argument becomes clear.

Twelve years after the book’s first publication, in a letter to his American 
friend Mary Willis Shelburne, Lewis bemoaned that though it was one of his 
favorite books, The Abolition of Man had been, “almost totally ignored by the 
public.” Today we ignore it at our peril.

The most important reason to read and study The Abolition of Man is Lewis’s 
prescience about where the culture was heading. He foresaw our current 
cultural moment when the elevation and primacy of the emotive self has 
married an ideologically driven science. This ideological union, when used 
by the state to secure the obedience and the conscience of men, results in the 
eventual abolition of makind or the dehumanization of humanity. 

In other words, Lewis’s analysis and warnings spoken eight decades ago about 
the dangers of a culture that pushes moral relativism over moral absolutes 
and emotion over reason appear profoundly prophetic as we witness the rise 
of the “cultural elite” who seek to impose their “enlightened” worldview on 
those with “traditional” or “antiquated” values.

Perhaps there has been no better time than the present to reread Lewis’s The 
Abolition of Man, identify the dangers and the purveyors of moral relativism, 
consider the logical arguments that point to the reality of absolute truth, and 
seek the author of Truth Himself.
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Owen Barfield once said of C.S. Lewis, “Somehow, what he thought about 
everything was secretly present in what he said about anything.”1 If you are 
intrigued by the ideas found in The Abolition of Man and would like to read 
more about them, many of the same themes can be found in some of his other 
works, including the papers “The Poison of Subjectivism” and “If We Have 
Christ’s Ethics Does the Rest of the Christian Faith Matter?”; Chapter 3 from 
his book Miracles, titled, “The Cardinal Difficulty of Naturalism”; and the 
third book in Lewis’s Space Trilogy, That Hideous Strength. We have also 
included at the end of this study guide Lewis’s poem “Evolutionary Hymn,” 
which also tracks foundationally with The Abolition of Man but in poetic 
form.   

In evaluating the writing of The Abolition of Man, Owen Barfield also stated, 
“It is a real triumph. There may be a piece of contemporary writing in which 
precision of thought, liveliness of expression and depth of meaning unite 
with the same felicity, but I have not come across it.”2

1 Owen Barfield, Owen Barfield on C.S. Lewis, edited by G.B. Tennyson (Barfield Press UK, 
2011), 122. 
2 Back Cover of The Abolition of Man (Fount paperback, 1986).

2. wAtCh Video #1 with dr. BryAn hoLLon: 
INTRODUCTION to THe ABoliTion of MAn

Learning Goal:

At the end of this short video, you will know that many people 
consider The Abolition of Man to be C.S. Lewis’s most important 
nonfiction book, and you will begin to understand why.

https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/introduction-to-the-abolition-of-man/
https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/introduction-to-the-abolition-of-man/
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We make men without chests  
and expect of them virtue and enterprise. 

We laugh at honour and are shocked  
to find traitors in our midst. We castrate  

and bid the geldings be fruitful.
—CHAPTER 1,  “MEN WITHOUT CHESTS,” THE ABOLITION OF MAN

Chapter One
Men Without Chests

2
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1. �Bible Study: Read Colossians 2:1–8 and then reflect on
the following questions.

Colossians 2:1–8

I want you to know how hard I am contending for you and for 
those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally. 
2 My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united 
in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete 
understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, 
namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. 4 I tell you this so that no one may deceive you 
by fine-sounding arguments. 5 For though I am absent from you 
in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how 
disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ is. 6 So then, 
just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith 
as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 8 See to 
it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental 
spiritual forces of this world rather than  on Christ. (NIV)

Questions: 
(1) �What does Paul mean when he states that he is “contending”

for the Christians in Colossae and Laodicea? Is there a need
to be “contending” for fellow believers in today’s culture? If
so, why?

(2) �What is Paul’s goal for the people he’s writing to? How might
you restate Paul’s goal for Christian’s living in today’s world?

(3) �What are some of the dangers Paul warns the believers about?

(4) �What are some of the fine-sounding arguments, hollow and
deceptive philosophies, human traditions, and spiritual forces
of this world that you can identify in our world today?

We make men without chests 
and expect of them virtue and enterprise. 

We laugh at honour and are shocked 
to find traitors in our midst. We castrate 

and bid the geldings be fruitful.
—CHAPTER 1,  “MEN WITHOUT CHESTS,” THE ABOLITION OF MAN

Chapter One
Men Without Chests
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(5) �How does Paul recommend Christians combat these “enemies”
of Christ and Christianity? What strategies can you use in
your life today to combat these enemies of the faith?

2. �Read The Abolition of Man, Chapter 1, “Men Without
Chests.”

Chapter Summary: In the first lecture, “Men Without Chests,” Lewis 
deconstructs an educational model being imposed on children via a textbook 
Lewis calls, under a pseudonym, The Green Book. The unstated worldview 
behind The Green Book seeks to inculcate young minds against any objective 
values by cocooning them solely within their feelings and emotions.  

Conversely, Lewis believes educators are to help students understand 
right from wrong and plant “just sentiments” in the fertile minds of their 
students allowing the students to repel propaganda through objective truth. 
In Lewis’s template of “The head rules the belly through the chest,” the chest 
is the mediator between our animal urges and minds, with the chest being 
the mechanism for training and tempering the belly. Without the chest, our 
disordered loves run wild.

Key Quotes to Look For:
“�The task of the modern educator is not to cut down jungles but 
to irrigate deserts.”

“�No emotion is, in itself, a judgment; in that sense all emotions 
and sentiments are alogical. But they can be reasonable or 
unreasonable as they conform to Reason or fail to conform. The 
heart never takes the place of the head: but it can, and should 
obey.”

“�Without the aid of trained emotions the intellect is powerless 
against the animal organism.”

“The head rules the belly through the chest.”

“�We make men without chests and expect of them virtue and 
enterprise. We laugh at honour and are shocked to find traitors 
in our midst. We castrate and bid the geldings be fruitful.”
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3. wAtCh Video #2 with dr. BryAn hoLLon:
MEN WITHOUT CheStS: A Guided reAdinG of ChApter 1.

Learning Goal:

Your learning goal for this lecture is simple: when we are done, 
you should understand why the rejection of objective moral 
value—or what we might call classical realism—relativizes our 
understanding of human affections and undermines our approach 
to education and ethical formation.

4. Questions:
(1) �What, according to Lewis, have Gaius and Titius done wrong

in The Green Book?

(2) �Lewis writes that the task of the modern educator “is not to
cut down jungles but to irrigate deserts.” What does he mean
by this?

(3) �Lewis also writes, “Without the aid of trained emotions the
intellect is powerless against the animal organism.” What
are some of the ways followers of Christ might train their
emotions?

(4) What does Lewis mean by “the chest”?

(5) �How does Gaius and Titius’s The Green Book produce “men
without chests”?

5. Make It Personal

(1) �Why is the statement “truth is relative” an absolute
statement? How would you explain this idea to someone
who states that “truth is relative”?

(2) Read and meditate upon Romans 12:1–2:

https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/chapter-one-men-without-chests/
https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/chapter-one-men-without-chests/
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Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do 
not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
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A great many of those who ‘debunk’ traditional or  
(as they say) ‘sentimental’ values have in the  

background values of their own which they believe  
to be immune from the debunking process.

—CHAPTER 2,  “THE WAY,” THE ABOLITION OF MAN

Chapter Two
The Way

3
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by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will. (NIV)

Make a list of habits you might implement in your daily life 
to renew your mind according to Christ’s truth rather than the 
pattern of this world. Then try practicing these habits daily for 
the next two weeks.

1. �Bible Study: Read Psalm 19:1–14 and then reflect on 
the following questions.

Psalm 19

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
   the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

2 �Day after day they pour forth speech; 
night after night they reveal knowledge.

3 �They have no speech, they use no words; 
no sound is heard from them.

4 �Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world.

In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.
5 �It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

like a champion rejoicing to run his course.
6 �It rises at one end of the heavens 

and makes its circuit to the other; 
nothing is deprived of its warmth.

7 �The law of the Lord is perfect, 
refreshing the soul. 
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 
making wise the simple.

8 �The precepts of the Lord are right, 
giving joy to the heart. 
The commands of the Lord are radiant, 
giving light to the eyes.

9 �The fear of the Lord is pure, 
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enduring forever. 
The decrees of the Lord are firm, 
and all of them are righteous.

10 �They are more precious than gold, 
than much pure gold; 
they are sweeter than honey, 
than honey from the honeycomb.

11 �By them your servant is warned; 
in keeping them there is great reward.

12 �But who can discern their own errors? 
Forgive my hidden faults.

13 �Keep your servant also from willful sins; 
may they not rule over me. 
Then I will be blameless, 
innocent of great transgression.

14 �May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my 
heart 
be pleasing in your sight, 
Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. (NIV)

Questions: 
(1) �What is David’s main point in verses 1–6 of Psalm 19? 

How does this impact your worldview?

(2) �What are the character traits of God’s law as expressed by 
David in verses 7–10?

(3) �What benefits come from God’s law or commands to the 
person who heeds them?

(4) �How does David pray in response to his personal encounter 
with God’s laws? How do you respond to the commands of 
God when confronted by them?

(5) �What daily practices or habits can we implement in our 
lives to remind ourselves of the goodness of God and His 
laws?
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2. Read The Abolition of Man, Chapter 2, “The Way.”
Chapter Summary: In the second chapter, “The Way,” Lewis begins with 
the assertion, “The practical result of education in the spirit of The Green 
Book must be the destruction of the society which accepts it.” This happens 
when societies become unmoored from objective standards, whether they 
be “Natural Law,” “Traditional Morality,” or, as Lewis cites throughout The 
Abolition of Man, the Tao. The Tao is a term Lewis uses broadly to describe all 
forms of moral law including Platonic, Aristotelian, Stoic, Judeo-Christian, 
and Asian.

Key Quotes to Look For:
“T�he practical result of education in the spirit of The Green Book 

must be the destruction of the society which accepts it.”

“�A great many of those who ‘debunk’ traditional or (as they say) 
‘sentimental’ values have in the background values of their own 
which they believe to be immune from the debunking process.”

“�Each instinct, if you listen to it, will claim to be gratified at the 
expense of all the rest.”

“�The human mind has no more power of inventing a new value 
than of imagining a new primary colour, or, indeed, of creating 
a new sun and a new sky for it to move in.” 

3. wAtCh Video 3 with dr. BryAn hoLLon: 
THE WAY: A Guided reAdinG of ChApter 2.

Learning Goal

At the end of this video, you should be able to offer a 
rational defense of objective moral value.  

https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/chapter-two-the-way/
https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/chapter-two-the-way/
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4. Questions:
(1) �On what ethics do “Innovators” want to base ethics? What 

does Lewis say will be the result if the Innovators get their 
way? 

(2) �What role does the use of language and specific words, 
such as “necessary,” “progressive,” or “efficient,” play in 
determining objective value?  

(3) �Why does Lewis use the term Tao as his standard for objective 
morality instead of “Natural Law” or “Traditional Morality” 
when the terms generally mean the same thing?

(4) �What can we learn from Lewis’s use of language in regard to 
how we communicate ideas to our generation?

(5) �Is it possible to make moral progress outside of the Tao? Why, 
or why not?

(6) �Lewis writes that he is not making “any indirect argument for 
Theism.” Do you believe him? Why, or why not? 

5. Make It Personal

(1) �In what ways do you see today’s culture turning against or 
even negating biblical morality? How does this impact the 
ways you approach your moral behavior?   

(2) �Read and meditate on the Great Commandment from 
Matthew 22:36–40:

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first 
and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang 
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I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,  
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what 
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

— Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
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I am very doubtful whether history shows us  
one example of a man who, having stepped outside  

traditional morality and attained power,  
has used that power benevolently.

—CHAPTER 3,  “THE ABOLITION OF MAN,” THE ABOLITION OF MAN

Chapter Three
The Abolition of Man

4
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on these two commandments.” (NIV)

1. �Bible Study: Read Romans 1:18–32 and then reflect on 
the following questions.

Romans 1:18–32

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by 
their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain 
to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the 
creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power 
and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood 
from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as 
God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile 
and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed 
to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being 
and birds and animals and reptiles.
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their 
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with 
one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and 
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—
who is forever praised. Amen.
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even 
their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural 
ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations 
with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men 
committed shameful acts with other men, and received in 
themselves the due penalty for their error.
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the 
knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, 
so that they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become 
filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. 
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They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are 
gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; 
they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they 
have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although 
they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things 
deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but 
also approve of those who practice them. (NIV)

Questions:
(1) �According to Paul, why is God’s wrath against the godlessness 

and wickedness of people being revealed?

(2) �Why are all people on earth accountable for knowing the truth 
about God?

(3) �What happens to people who exchange the truth of God for 
a lie? 

(4) �What does the fact that God gives people the freedom to 
choose to do good or evil say about God’s character and the 
ways in which He relates to human beings?

(5) �Describe the process by which the mind of a human being 
becomes depraved. 

(6) �In what ways does our culture today approve of people who 
disregard and even act to counter God’s moral laws?

2. �Read The Abolition of Man, Chapter 3, “The Abolition 
of Man.”

Chapter Summary: Lewis’s concluding chapter, “The Abolition of Man,” 
describes what happens when his first two chapters meet means, motive, and 
opportunity. “Conditioners” will arise to craft values and shape emotions 
outside the Tao, and they “will be armed with the power of an omnicompetent 
state and an irresistible scientific technique: we shall at last get a race of 
conditioners who really can cut out all posterity in what shape they please.”  

In fact, it would be safe to say that today the Conditioners have already 
arrived. A fully formed Christian worldview now requires followers of Christ 
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to wrestle with emerging issues such as eugenics, artificial intelligence, and 
transhumanism. Lewis, of course, was thinking about these issues long 
before most people.

It was the issue of transhumanism, the belief that through technology human 
beings might live forever, that compelled Lewis to write his Space Trilogy. In 
an August 9, 1939, letter to his friend Sister Penelope Lawson, Lewis wrote 
to express his concern regarding a former student who took “interplanetary 
colonization quite seriously, the realization that thousands of people, in one 
form or another depend on some hope of perpetuating and improving the 
human species for the whole meaning of the universe—that a ‘scientific’ 
hope of defeating death is a real rival to Christianity.”

Who, exactly, gets to play the role of “Conditioner” in our modern world? 
Lewis warns us, “what we call Man’s power over Nature turns out to be a 
power exercised by some men over other men with Nature as its instrument.” 
There is a transactional element associated with being a Conditioner wielding 
this power. Lewis calls it “the magician’s bargain,” where one exchanges his 
or her soul to gain power. Once consummated, the effect of this bargain is 
“de-humanized Conditioners.” When men step outside the Tao, “They are 
not men at all.”

The fallout from the magician’s bargain doesn’t stop with the dehumanization 
of the Conditioners. Once dehumanized, the magician’s bargain clouds their 
vision and forces them to see others such as perhaps the sick or the elderly 
as less than human. As Lewis was delivering these lectures, England was 
in the throes of the Second World War, where he, along with the rest of the 
world, watched with horror as the Nazis systematically eliminated those they 
considered unfit under their eugenic creed of “Life unworthy of life.” Instead 
of dehumanization, to be truly human, Lewis points out that in previous ages 
conforming the soul to reality was accomplished via knowledge, wisdom, 
and virtue. Now Conditioners discard humanity by subduing “reality to the 
wishes of men,” so that “the solution is a technique,” whether it’s rewriting 
the circuitry of our cells through eugenics or providing teenagers with 
puberty blockers.

Lewis’s final warning in The Abolition of Man goes beyond the casualty of 
clouded vision associated with the magician’s bargain. In their arrogance, 
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Conditioners assume they can “see through” the dying wick of the Tao and 
objective value. Instead, the magician’s bargain only leads to blindness 
because, “To ‘see through’ all things is the same as not to see” and the whole 
world will become invisible.

Key Quotes to Look For:
“�From this point of view, what we call Man’s power over Nature 
turns out to be a power exercised by some men over other men 
with nature as its instrument.”

“�For the power of Man to make himself what he pleases means, as 
we have seen, the power of some men to make other men what 
they please.”

“�When all that says ‘it is good’ has been debunked, what says ‘I 
want’ remains.”

“�I am very doubtful whether history shows us one example of 
a man who, having stepped outside traditional morality and 
attained power, has used that power benevolently.”

“�Man’s conquest of Nature turns out, in the moment of its 
consummation, to be Nature’s conquest of Man.”

“�It is the magician’s bargain: give up our soul, get power in 
return.”

“�For magic and applied science alike the problem is how to 
subdue reality to the wishes of men: the solution is a technique; 
and both in the practice of this technique, are ready to do things 
hitherto regarded as disgusting and impious—such as digging up 
and mutilating the dead.”

g
A GUIDED READING of ChApter three.

Learning Goal: 

You will understand Lewis’s argument that discarding realism—
The Tao or Objective Moral Values—and embracing relativism 
in favor of unrestrained scientific progress leads necessarily to 
self-destruction.

https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/chapter-three-the-abolition-of-man/
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4. Questions:
(1) �According to Lewis, what will be the last part of Nature to 

surrender to Man?

(2) �What does “the power of Man to make himself what he 
pleases” mean for the rest of humanity?

(3) Is Lewis “anti-science”?  

(4) �What does Lewis say magic and science have in common? 
Do you agree? 

(5) �Have Lewis’s predictions come true in the West? If so, to 
what extent?

5. Make It Personal:
(1) �Name three people, movements, or groups that are 

intentionally attacking or running counter to God’s moral 
law as revealed in Scripture. Reflect upon your responses 
to these types of people, movements, or groups in the past. 
What actions could you take in the future to respond to these 
groups with truth and grace?

https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/chapter-three-the-abolition-of-man/
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It is at least arguable that every civilization 
we find has been derived from another civilization  

and, in the last resort, from a single centre—‘carried’  
like an infectious disease or like  

the Apostolical succession.”
—APPENDIX, “ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE TAO ,”  THE ABOLITION OF MAN

Conclusion
Illustrations of the Tao and Hope for the Future

5
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(2) �In the midst of an evil world, what brings you hope? Make 
a list of ways in which you can remind yourself daily of 
the hope we have in Christ, even as the world is seeking to 
counter the truth of Christ.

1. �Bible Study: Read Romans 2:12–16; 6:8–14 and then 
reflect on the following questions.

Romans 2:12–16

All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the 
law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. 13 
For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s 
sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared 
righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, 
do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for 
themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show 
that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their 
consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes 
accusing them and at other times even defending them.) 16 This 
will take place on the day when God judges people’s secrets 
through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares. (NIV)

Romans 6:8–14

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, 
he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The 
death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God.
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God 
in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part of 
yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to 
life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of 
righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because 
you are not under the law, but under grace. (NIV)

Questions:
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(1) �According to Paul in Romans 2, how do the “Gentiles,” the 
non-Jewish people who didn’t grow up with the law of Moses, 
demonstrate that they still are aware of moral laws?

(2) �In what ways do you see that people in our world today have a 
conscience, knowing that some things are morally wrong, and 
some things are morally right?

(3) �According to Paul in Romans 6, what were some of the results 
of Christ’s death and resurrection? 

(4) �Describe how the Christian can count him- or herself as “dead 
to sin but alive in Christ Jesus”?

(5) �Why is the Christian no longer under the law, but under grace? 
What does this mean?

2. �Read The Abolition of Man, Appendix: “Illustrations 
of the Tao.”

(1) �How does the “Appendix: Illustrations of the Tao” support 
Lewis’s argument that truth is absolute and is not relative?

(2) �How many cultures does Lewis draw upon in the Appendix to 
come up with his list of moral laws?  

(3) �Can you think of any other examples of moral laws being 
repeated in various cultures that further support Lewis’s 
thesis? If so, name the cultures and the examples of their laws.

3. Read the poem “Evolutionary Hymn” by C.S. Lewis. 
Lead us, Evolution, lead us 
Up the future’s endless stair; 
Chop us, change us, prod us, weed us. 
For stagnation is despair: 
Groping, guessing, yet progressing, 
Lead us nobody knows where.

Wrong or justice, joy or sorrow, 
In the present what are they 
while there’s always jam-tomorrow, 
While we tread the onward way? 
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Never knowing where we’re going, 
We can never go astray.

To whatever variation 
Our posterity may turn 
Hairy, squashy, or crustacean, 
Bulbous-eyed or square of stern, 
Tusked or toothless, mild or ruthless, 
Towards that unknown god we yearn.

Ask not if it’s god or devil, 
Brethren, lest your words imply 
Static norms of good and evil 
(As in Plato) throned on high; 
Such scholastic, inelastic, 
Abstract yardsticks we deny.

Far too long have sages vainly 
Glossed great Nature’s simple text; 
He who runs can read it plainly, 
‘Goodness = what comes next.’ 
By evolving, Life is solving 
All the questions we perplexed.

Oh then! Value means survival- 
Value. If our progeny 
Spreads and spawns and licks each rival, 
That will prove its deity 
(Far from pleasant, by our present, 
Standards, though it may well be).

The poem was originally written by C.S. Lewis in a letter to Dorothy Sayers 
dated March 4, 1954. Interestingly, the poem can be sung to the tune of 
“Angels from the Realms of Glory.”

(1) �In what ways does Lewis’s poem bring out the arguments 
that he made in his book, The Abolition of Man?

(2) �Is there a line in the poem that especially strikes you or 
brings home one of Lewis’s main points from his book The 
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Abolition of Man?

(3) �How do the arts (poetry, music, theater, dance, visual arts)
help support some of the ideas expressed in The Abolition
of Man?

4. wAtCh Video 5 with dr. BryAn hoLLon: 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF the tAo And A meSSAGe of hope

5. Make It Personal:
(1) �Reflect upon the readings, lectures, and questions addressed

in this study of Lewis’s The Abolition of Man. Make a list of
three primary insights that you’ve gained.

(2) �In what ways will you share what you’ve learned in this study
with others?

(3) �Read the following article and consider how it might be
helpful for you, and/or for people you know:

The Invitation C.S. Lewis Accepted—And One You, Too, Can Accept 
by Randy Newman, Ph.D.

I’ve read enough of C.S. Lewis’s delightful writings to know that he’d be 
amazed that anyone would be interested in his life and writings and that there 
would even be websites like this one named after him. He suspected that he 
and all his work would be forgotten within five years of his death. He could 
not have been more wrong.

But once he got past the shock of organizations, books, and websites with 
the name C.S. Lewis, he would express deep concern and exhort people to 
look past him and consider seriously the person, teaching, and work of Jesus. 
He would be appalled if people settled for Mere C.S. Lewis instead of Mere 
Christianity.

If you’ve heard the story of Lewis’s life, you know that the gospel of Jesus 

https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/conclusion-illustrations-of-the-tao-and-hope-for-the-future/
https://www.cslewisinstitute.org/resources/conclusion-illustrations-of-the-tao-and-hope-for-the-future/
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Christ dramatically changed him. Lewis would want you to experience that 
same kind of transformation and connect with a local church that believed 
the Bible as he did.

Lewis regularly called people to make a decision for Christ before it’s too 
late. Lewis wrote in Mere Christianity,

It will be too late then to choose your side. There is no use saying 
you choose to lie down when it has become impossible to stand 
up. That will not be the time for choosing: it will be the time 
when we discover which side we really have chosen, whether 
we realized it before or not. Now, today, this moment, is our 
chance to choose the right side. God is holding back to give us 
that chance. It will not last for ever. We must take it or leave it.

Would you like to make a decision to follow Jesus? He would be overjoyed if 
you did. In fact, you can talk to Him right now through prayer. The Scriptures 
tell us that if we repent of our sins (are truly sorry for our sin and desire to 
change) and truly believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins, 
that you can be forgiven and begin a new journey as a disciple of Jesus. As 
you consider this life-changing (eternity-changing!) decision, reflect on these 
words that Lewis wrote at the very end of his classic book Mere Christianity.

…there must be a real giving up of the self. You must throw it 
away ‘blindly’ so to speak … The principle runs through all life 
from top to bottom. Give up yourself, and you will find your real 
self. Lose your life and you will save it. Submit to death, death of 
your ambitions and favourite wishes everyday and death of your 
whole body in the end: submit with every fibre of your being, and 
you will find eternal life. Keep back nothing. Nothing that you 
have not given away will ever be really yours. Nothing in you that 
has not died will ever be raised from the dead. Look for yourself, 
and you will find in the long run only hatred, loneliness, despair, 
rage, ruin and decay. But look for Christ and you will find Him, 
and with Him everything else thrown in.
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A Prayer to Follow Jesus

“Dear God, I confess that I am a sinner. I know that my sin deserves the 
punishment of death. I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that 
He died on the cross for my sins, was buried, and rose again from the dead. 
I want to turn from my sins and trust Jesus Christ alone as my Savior. Thank 
You for the forgiveness of my sins and the gift of eternal life that I can now 
receive through faith in Jesus’s name. Amen.”

If you have made a decision to give yourself to Jesus or if you would like to 
ask more questions about what it means to be a follower of Christ, we here at 
the C.S. Lewis Institute would be happy to talk with you. You may contact us 
at staff@cslewisinstitute.org.
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For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war 
according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are 

not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 
5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised 
against the knowledge of God, and take every thought 
captive to obey Christ, 6 being ready to punish every 

disobedience, when your obedience is complete. 

— 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 (ESV)
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The C.S. Lewis Institute was founded in 1976 and 
endeavors, in the legacy of C.S. Lewis, to develop 
disciples who will articulate, defend, share, and 
live their faith in Christ in personal and public life. 
From its inception, the Institute has been inter-
denominational, has worked closely with a variety 
of churches and sees itself as a servant ministry, 
assisting churches and pastors in making disciples 
of Jesus Christ. This takes the form of discipleship 
programs, area-wide conferences/seminars, pastor 
fellowships and resources in print and on the web.

For more information on the C.S. Lewis Institute 
please go to www.cslewisinstitute.org.

8001 Braddock Road, Suite 301 
Springfield, VA 22151-2110 

Phone: 703.914.5602 
Fax 703.894.1072



“We make men without chests and expect of them 
virtue and enterprise. We laugh at honour and are 

shocked to find traitors in our midst. We castrate and 
bid the geldings be fruitful.” 

— C.S. Lewis 
 The Abolition of Man




