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SHARING THE
GOOD NEWS

1he word gospel, means “good news.” Again and again
we read in the New Testament the importance of pro-
claiming the gospel, preaching the gospel, and not being
ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The first four books
of our New Testament are called “Gospels” because they
tell the good news of the birth, life, death, and resur-
rection of Jesus. As Christs disciples, we have the most
amazing story in the world to share with those around
us. Thats really what evangelism is abour—telling others
the story of Christ and giving them the opportunity to
receive the free gift of salvation by grace through faith in
Christ. And yet, most of us find that evangelism can be
a difficult thing to do. The intent of this study is to help
you understand how to be God's mouthpiece as you share
the good news, by the power of the Holy Spirit, with

your neighbors, family, and even your enemies.




CHAPTER 10 - SHARING THE GOOD NEWS

THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL

When God sent his Son Jesus Christ into the world, he didn’t do it to condemn the world but to
save the world through him (John 3:17). Jesus came to rescue precious souls from sin and death
and to bring us hope and a future. The name Jesus means Savior, and he was totally successful
in his mission!

To evangelize simply means to share “good news.” From the Greek word evangelize we get the
word angel, which means messenger. When the angel announced the birth of Jesus to the shep-
herds on that first Christmas, he came to evangelize them: “Do not be afraid. I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been
born for you; he is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).!

In the Great Commission, Jesus called every disciple to share the Good News of Jesus Christ:
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matt. 28:19-20).

Early in his ministry Jesus said, “Follow me [a disciple is a Christ follower], and I will make
you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19). From this we see that the end result of discipleship is to be a
fisher of one’s fellowmen. Later in the New Testament we see that all Christ followers have been
equipped through the Holy Spirit to be witnesses of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8) and to be his ambas-
sadors here on earth (2 Cor. 5:20).

When we have good news—whether it’s about an amazing person we've met, a new job, a new
home, or an incredible vacation we've just had, we don’t have to be encouraged to tell our family
and friends. We all like to share good news, and, if it’s well received, it encourages our hearers.

Throughout the Gospels, when people met Jesus Christ, they told other people about him.
Think of the Samaritan woman at the well in John 4. We’re told many people believed because
the woman shared what she'd seen, heard, and experienced—the transforming power of Jesus. In
the book of Acts, starting with the 120 disciples in the Upper Room, the early disciples turned
the world “upside down” through evangelization—sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Today we need to learn afresh how to evangelize. A recent Barna study showed that only 3 per-
cent of sixteen- to twenty-nine-year-olds have a positive view of evangelical Christians! Instead
of drawing people to Jesus, we've turned them away from him!
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Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ should not be something we dread. It can be something

we love to do, flowing naturally from the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Where do we
start a vital evangelism campaign for and in America? I suggest we ask God to renew our vision,
faith, courage, and action.

LORD, RENEW OUR VISION

Lord, I pray, renew our vision of your love for us and for the lost. But there’s more to this
prayer: Lord, give us a clearer understanding of your eternal purpose and plan.

God’s Love for the Human Race

Here’s the Good News: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God doesn’t want
anyone to perish but all to come to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). God has “reconciled us to himself
through Christ,” and he has entrusted to Christ followers this amazing message of reconciliation
(2 Cor. 5:18). In the first few chapters of Acts, God has given us a model of how this love and
power works in practice.

In Acts 1 we see 120 disciples hidden away in an upper room. They knew they had been
commissioned to be witnesses of the resurrection, but they had no power or vision. Then, as
recorded in Acts 2, the Holy Spirit came and filled them—changing everything. They were em-
powered and transformed to do extraordinary things, and these people turned the world upside
down (Acts 17:6). Just think, it started with only 120 disciples! How did this happen? I believe
there are two keys.

First, in Acts 2 we witness Pentecost when the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. From
that moment on, the disciples began to evangelize the world with the message of redemption
through Jesus Christ.

Born into a wonderful Christian family, I came to faith in Christ when I was very young. I cer-
tainly had the Holy Spirit, but I was not filled with the Holy Spirit. That happened on February
14, 1980, in a powerful encounter with God. I was dramatically transformed and fell head over
heels in love with Jesus Christ, so much so that I only wanted to please and glorify him. Also
the Bible came alive to me. I couldn’t put it down, and I desperately wanted to evangelize my
friends! I was filled with the Holy Spirit, and since then I have been filled again and again and
again (Eph 5:18). As D.L. Moody said, “I need to keep on being filled with the Holy Spirit
because I leak!”
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It’s the Holy Spirit who pours God’s love into our hearts (Rom. 5:5), and this love compels us to
lay down our lives in order to carry out the mission (2 Cor. 5:14-15). And it’s the Holy Spirit
who empowers us to be witnesses of the Good News of Jesus Christ to lost and broken people

(Acts 1:8).

As Christ followers, we desperately need to ask God to keep on filling us with the Holy Spirit
(Luke 11:9-13). As Billy Graham said, “It’s not an option for a Christian to be filled with the
Holy Spirit; it’s a necessity.”

God’s Plan of Redemption

The Holy Spirit also helps us to understand God’s bigger picture of redemption. This, I believe,
is the second key that will help Christ followers to evangelize the world. Relative to eternity, our
lives on earth are but a breath or a vapor (Ps. 39:5), but, while we are on earth, God has called us
to complete a specific mission. To be effective in completing the work God has set for each of us
(Eph. 2:10), we're called to live as aliens and strangers on earth (1 Pet. 2:11). And our faithful-
ness to the work he has given us will be rewarded #hrough eternity (2 Cor. 5:10).

God has enabled me to understand this bigger picture through the demise of close family mem-
bers. Through the brokenness caused by the death of my youngest son Alex in 2005, followed
two months later by the death of my sister Jax, eternity has become very real to me. Scripture
says God has “set eternity in the hearts of men” (Eccl. 3:11), and often brokenness will release
this understanding. While it is certainly true that God wants us to glorify him by living abun-
dant lives here and now, we do that by having our eyes and hearts fixed on eternal things (2 Cor.
4:18), on the things above (Col. 3:1-3). Moses prayed, “Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Ps. 90:12). Having an eternal perspective helps us to set
correct priorities for our days on earth.

C.S. Lewis said:

If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did the most for the pres-
ent world were just those who thought most of the next. The Apostles themselves,
Wilberforce and the English Evangelicals who abolished the slave trade, all left
their mark on Earth, precisely because their minds were occupied with heaven. It
is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have
become so ineffective in this. Aim at Heaven and you will get earth thrown in; aim
at earth and you will get neither.?
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In Acts 3 and Acts 4, we see how this perspective influenced the actions of the early disciples.
In Acts 3 a man who has been crippled for forty years is healed in Jesus’ name as Peter and John
are going into the temple. The city is in uproar on account of this healing, and Peter and John
are dragged before the religious leaders. In Acts 4, I note some key statements. In verse 12 we're
told that salvation comes only through Jesus Christ, and in verse 13 we're informed that evan-
gelization can come through uneducated, ordinary people who know Jesus! By God's grace and

the power of the Holy Spirit, everybody can and should be evangelizing!

In Acts 4:18 the religious leaders basically say to Peter and John, “Look, unless you stop speaking
about Jesus Christ, we're going to kill you.” And in verse 20, they respond with these amazing
words, “We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” Again, to paraphrase,
they’re saying, “Kill us if you want, but what we've seen and heard is so incredible that we have
to share it with other people, even if it means our losing our lives in the process!”

What did they see and hear that they were willing to die for? Well, we know that they saw and
walked with Jesus on earth. They saw how he lived. They saw his example; they heard and saw
what the kingdom of God looked like. They also saw Jesus die on the cross, and they saw him
alive again in his resurrected body. They saw that life does not end when our physical bodies die;
there is much more to come! And of course they heard all that Jesus had spoken when he was
with them. He spoke about the kingdom of God, and he also spoke a lot about the afterlife. He
spoke about heaven, and he spoke about hell.

Regrettably, we've got to a place in our society where we don’t want to hear about hell. It’s un-
comfortable and not “politically correct.” Whatever we feel about hell, the key question is, what
is the truth? Do we believe Jesus was telling the truth when he warned people about eternal
judgment? If we believe hell is a reality, it should fundamentally change how we go about our
lives. If we know the end of the story, and other people don’, I think it’s fair to say that we've
got an obligation to tell them about it. Noz out of guilt, bur out of a genuine concern and compas-
sion_for people, deep in our hearss. If a blind man was about to walk off a cliff, how hard would
we try to persuade him to change course? If he’s convinced he’s on the right path, we'd have to
be strategic in how we persuaded him to take another course.
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I believe God wants to give Christ followers a fresh and clear vision of his calling on our lives.
When he told Joshua to go in and take the Promised Land, God gave him a clear vision. He
defined the area of land to take and told him what he would need to carry out the task.

The Bible says, “Without a vision the people perish” (Prov. 29:18, KJV). What is your vision for
your life? Why are you living here on earth (assuming you are living)?

I heard about an old man who was asked what he did first thing in the morning. He said, “The
first thing I do in the morning is read the obituaries in the New York Times. If 'm not in it, I get
up to face a new day!” What do you get up to do each morning?

Maybe a better question is, what is God’s will for you here on earth? After all, as Christ follow-
ers, we're called to live for God’s will, right? Our fulfillment is to do God’s will.

The kingdom of God will break out across America if the church is renewed and Christ follow-
ers are mobilized once again to evangelize the lost and perishing: friends, neighbors, relatives,
and work colleagues.

What is your vision to obey the Great Commission, to make disciples of all nations? What are
you doing about the people whom God has put in your life?

Jesus clarified and confirmed his mission on earth when he said, “For the Son of Man came to

seek and to save what was lost” (Luke 19:10). And he says to us, “As the Father has sent me, I
am sending you” (John 20:21).

FAITH

The second area that needs renewal is our faith. Faith comes from hearing the message and
the message is heard through the word of Christ (Rom. 10:17). As we hear God’s message and
heart for the lost through Scripture, faith is stirred in our hearts. And faith leads to victory!

(1 John 5:4).

The big question is, are we really hearing the message? When asked what God requires, Jesus
replied, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent” (John 6:29). Do we
believe enough in the things we have seen and heard that we would die in order to tell them to
other people?
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Mohammed was an Iraqi Muslim who came to faith in Christ. The gospel so impacted his life
that he felt compelled to share the Good News with his family. “I have happiness; I cannot stop
myself,” he told his wife Liyla. “I must share this truth with my family.” But his words were not
received well, and a family member murdered him for leaving the Islamic faith. Widowed and

with a young child to care for, his young wife was encouraged to flee Iraq along with other Chris-
tians. But Liyla decided to stay and witness about Jesus Christ for whom her husband had given
his life. As a result of her faith and courage, other Muslim women are coming to faith in Christ!®

There is an amazing YouTube clip of a magician named Penn, who shares how impressed he was
by a man who gave him a New Testament and Psalms. He goes on say that although he is an athe-
ist, he has never had a problem with Christians proselytizing because, “If they believe what they
say about heaven and hell, why aren’t they telling us more about them?” And, of course, he has a
great point. Not that Christians should go about telling people theyre going to hell (that rarely
works!), but we should be more active in sharing the Good News about Jesus Christ our Savior.

Scripture clearly indicates that the evidence of our faith will be seen by how we live and what
we do (John 14:21, 23; James 2:22). Again, this comes through the work of the Holy Spirit.
We need to keep asking him to fill us with his love and power, enabling us to be witnesses for

Christ (Eph. 5:18).

COURAGE

I also challenge you to ask God, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to renew your courage. When
commanding Joshua to take the land they had been given, God told him three times to “be
strong and very courageous!”

Courage is not the absence of fear or pain but a willingness to do what is right whatever the cost.
Jesus modeled this perfectly on the Mount of Olives just before his crucifixion. Aware of what
was coming, he was in mental and emotional agony, so much so that he started to sweat blood.

He cried out, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be
done” (Luke 22:42). This is a total surrender of his will to the will of God.
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To obey God’s Great Commission to evangelize requires courage and involves sacrifice as
priorities shift and we focus our time and energy on following Christ and becoming fishers
of men. What’s more, an enemy scheming against us has come to kill, rob, and destroy (John
10:10). Praise God, we do have the victory in Christ, but we need to recognize and engage in
the battle. As Paul said to Timothy, we need to have the attitude of a soldier, athlete, and farmer
(2 Tim. 2:1-7).

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,

against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms” (Eph. 6:12).

And all the sacrifice is more than worth it both today and through eternity. When the church
fails to obey the Great Commission, Satan and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms
go unopposed, thereby causing darkness in and confusion over every societal arena, including
politics, the economy, morality, and the media. But when the church obeys Jesus’ instructions
to go and evangelize, to share the Good News about him and the kingdom of God, Satan is
displaced from the heavenly realm. This leads to the kingdom of God breaking out in every
area of society.

ACTION

In 1865 William Booth had a vision from God in which he saw a raging sea with masses of
perishing souls in the water. Then he saw a huge rock with a platform rising out of the water,
and some of the people were being saved from the raging sea. But his heart broke because so few
people who had been saved from drowning had any concern for those who were still perishing!
From this vision, Booth started the Salvation Army.

We need renewal in a fourth and final aspect: in simply taking action. It’s so easy to just hear
the message and then do nothing about it.
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I love the film Schindlers List, in particular, the powerful ending, when Schindler—who has
risked his life to save so many Jews in the Holocaust—realizes after the war that he could have
done more. He could have saved more victims from the gas chambers! Will there be a time, I
wonder, when this age has come to an end, and we realize we could have done more to evange-
lize the lost?

NOTES

"Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the New International Version, 1984.

*C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: Simon & Schuster/Touchtone, 1996), 119

*Voice of the Martyrs, September 2011.






