Action Assignment
Read and reflect on the article and testimony

Avrticle by Professor Josephine Mutuku

How many times shall I

forgive my brother?

Peter posed this question to Jesus
in Matthew 18:22. He thought
he was being generous by offering
to forgive up to seven times. But
Jesus’ response to Peter’s question
surprises His audience. He offers
a new perspective of forgiveness,
that one should forgive seventy-
seven times the sins of his fellow
brother.

Peter’s question exposes his heart.
Peter did not consider that he
might sin against his brother. Like
most of us, he was more con-
cerned with being wronged by
others than with his own sin.

Jesus’ response looks impossible to
many. The number of times that
one should forgive his brother is
unlimited. It can be likened to

the number of times that God can
avenge for the sins of someone
(Gen. 4:24). Forgiveness should
be all the time. Love covers mul-
titudes of sin, and where there is
love, there are no limits of forgive-
ness. A constant forgiveness helps
us overcome sin in our own lives.

How great is our debt?
The king in this parable de-
cided to settle accounts with
his servants, and his verdict
was that anyone who was un-
able to pay whatever amount
he owed the king would be
sold off. The debt that the
servant owed was ten thou-
sand talents, a huge amount
that the servant was unable to

pay.

We owe God our lives. The
penalty for sin is death, and
because of our sin and the sin
committed by our forefathers
in the Garden of Eden, we are
required to settle our debt of
sin with our master by death
(Gen. 2:15-17). God has al-
ready judged sin and we must
pay its equivalent. This does
not mean that God is not fair,
His justice and righteousness
demands that we pay the

penalty.

Who will settle our debt of
sin?

The servant was at the judg-
ment of the king to decide
his fate. His debt could not



be paid in a short time but
required more than an entire
lifetime of work. In his mercy,
the king chose to forgive the
servant unconditionally setting
him free.

Jesus, who is our king, chose

to pay the very high price for
our debt of sin. We are sinners
(Romans 3:23), and our penalty
is death but the gift of God is

“Then his master was
filled with pity for him,
and he released him
and forgave his debt”
-Matthew 18:27

eternal life in Christ Jesus (Ro-
mans 6:23). The servant in the
narrative did not deserve to be
set free but the love and mercy
of the king set him free. It is
this kind of love that God gives
us (John 3:16) and that sets

us free from the bondage and
slavery of sin. God had mercy
on us and sent His only Son as a
ransom for our sin. It is by grace
that we can receive such a gift
from God without any strings
attached. We receive the offer
given to us by believing in Jesus
Christ and the work He did on
the cross on our behalf.

The prison of unforgiveness
The servant who was forgiven
did not regard the mercy that
the king showed him. He took
pride in himself; he saw him-
self as entitled. He went ahead
and threw his fellow servant to
prison for not paying what was
owed him. What the fellow ser-
vant owed was little compared
to what he owed. He forgot
that he could have been behind
bars in prison until he settled his
debt with the king.

Because the man did not re-
flect on his own forgiveness, he
failed to listen to the pleas of his
fellow servant. His unforgiving
heart led him to prison.

The love of God should be
our example

The moral and spiritual lesson
we can learn from this narrative
is that we can choose to forgive
or we can imprison ourselves
through unforgiveness. Chris-
tians are brethren in Christ,
and they ought to forgive one
another just as God has forgiv-
en each one of them. This does
not apply to Christians alone;
it should extend to those who
do not have a relationship with
God so that they can too think
about such a great love, be




convicted, and come to God in
repentance.

God’s mercy leads us to forgive-

ness. When we experience God’s

mercy and recognize the cost
He paid for our sin, we are led
to extend forgiveness to others.

We’re encouraged to show this
kind of unconditional love as
we settle our wrong-doings or
trespasses with our brothers,
friends, fellow workers, and
neighbours. As we forgive one
another the kingdom of God
comes in our midst.



